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Gordon held as strongly as any Minister could iss*.
hold at home that the Soudan must be not only
evacuated, but abandoned. "The Soudan/' he
said, " is a useless possession; ever was so, and
ever will be so." Such was the frame of mind in
which Gordon, accompanied by Colonel Stewart,
entered Khartoum on the 18th of February 1884.
When he left London he was charged merely to
report upon the best means of evacuation and
abandonment. At Cairo, of course with his own
consent, he was directed, after consulting Sir
Evelyn Baring, and the Prime Minister, Nubar
Pasha, to carry out this policy himself. No
sooner had he arrived in Khartoum than Gordon
proposed that Zubair Pasha should be appointed
to succeed him as Governor - General of the
Soudan. At the same time he Issued a Pro- Gordon's
clamation authorising the maintenance of slavery, p^Sa-
and proposed that the Mahdi should be put downtlon*
by the resources of the British Empire. By
recognising slavery he shocked some of his
admirers, who might have reflected that slavery
in the Soudan could be stopped through a British
occupation alone. By his new projects of conquest
he appalled the Cabinet, who had sent him for a
purpose precisely the reverse. The Prime Minister
was for recalling him.1 His colleagues differed,
and it is doubtful whether Gordon would have
come. His plans were always changing, and he
was at the mercy of sudden impulses, which might
or might not be divine. Now at last Ministers
began to perceive the gigantic blunder they had
committed in letting loose this uncontrollable
force. But it was too late. The one possible
chance of escaping disaster in the circumstances
was to let Gordon do exactly as he thought right
Yet they refused his request for Zubair. Zubair is Refusal of

Ms request
1 Morley's Life of Gladstone, iii. 156.                              for Zubair.